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• Delivering clean water: Urban trees reduce stormwater runoff and help municipalities meet EPA 
Clean Water requirements. Washington’s public trees alone provide stormwater management 
benefits of $3.7 million annually. U&CF helps promote clean water by reducing soil erosion and 
polluted stormwater runoff and creating healthier watersheds.  

 
• Green jobs: The green industries — urban forestry; arboriculture; horticulture; landscape design, 

build, and maintenance; and other professions that support the urban forest landscape — have an 
estimated annual economic impact of $147.8 billion and are growth industries that can provide 
tens of thousands of new jobs. The U&CF program supports well-paying and long-term jobs by 
leveraging state and local investments in green infrastructure. This support enables the public and 
private sectors to provide technical assistance, training, tree planting, maintenance, and survey 
activities.  

 
• Public health: Access to trees, green spaces, and parks promotes greater physical activity, 

reduces stress, improves mental health, and reduces asthma risks. 

Key units: 
• Northern Station at Syracuse, N.Y. — urban forests, human health, and environmental quality 
• Northern Station at Evanston, Ill. — social science supporting natural resource management and 

policy 
• Northern Station Urban Natural Resources Institute at Burlington, Vt. — providing tools and 

information to quantify the value of trees and open space for decision makers 
• Pacific Southwestern Station Center for Urban Forest Resources at Davis, Calif. — urban forest 

structure, benefits, and costs 
• Pacific Southwestern Station at Riverside, Calif. — wild land interface and urban cultures 
• Southern Station Centers for Urban and Interface Forestry at Gainesville, FL and Athens, Ga. — 

human and natural systems in urban and urbanizing landscapes 

We also support investing $18 million for urban natural resources research through Forest Service 
Research and Development. This request is consistent with the recommendations of the National Urban 
and Community Forestry Advisory Council to increase the Forest Service’s investment to $24 million for 
urban natural resources research by the year 2015. This program pioneered research on the effects of 
urban trees on air quality and quantified the effects of trees on temperature reduction, removal of air 
pollutants, reduced energy consumption, and the role of urban trees in reducing greenhouse gas 
emissions.  

Urban forests are integral to any community striving to reinvest in itself; encourage active, healthy 
citizens; and create a healthier and more sustainable environment with smart green infrastructure. There is 
significant return for each federal dollar spent, making U&CF a smart investment for Congress.  

REQUESTED ACTION: Support allocation of $32.4 million in FY12 to the Urban and Community 
Forestry program, consistent with the president’s request. Also, support investing $18 million for urban 
natural resources research through Forest Service Research and Development. 

 
 
 


